
President’s Message… Darren Day  
       

What a busy time!  First off, I want to thank all of you who were able to take time from 
your busy schedule to attend one of the SRVEA Bargaining Forums.  I hope you found 
the information presented helpful in making a decision on how you would like to see your 
Bargaining Team represent you and your interests. 

For those of you who were unable to attend one of the forums, I hope you attend one of 
the 10-minute SRVEA meetings held at your school site.  I have asked each of the 

SRVEA site reps to hold a 10-minute meeting for those who were unable to attend one of 
the forums. 

 These meetings should provide you with some of the information provided at the forums 
and also provide you with one of the survey forms so the bargaining team can gather 

your valuable input. 

Our bargaining team will be going through the survey responses this week, then make a 
recommendation to our SRVEA Executive Board.  The Executive Board will then give  
direction on how the bargaining team should work at our next bargaining session with 
the district on March 5. 

Once the survey responses have been synthesized, the bargaining team will also be 
sharing the outcome with all of you, the membership.  Our intent is to keep you as  

informed as possible. 

Thank you again, to all members who were able to attend one of the forums. 

Next, I want you all to save the date of March 4 as a Day of Action.  Across the state, 
CTA is developing a day of action for all of K-16 education.  This will include all  

Elementary, Secondary, Community College, CSU and UC schools in the state of  
California.  As we all know, the state of California budget has been a disaster for  
education for a long time and we can no longer use budget cuts or concessions to  
balance the budget.   

The Golden State has become the "tarnished state" when it comes to providing and  
supporting quality education for all students in the state.  In the San Ramon Valley we 
are very lucky to have the great monetary support of our parent community that  
backfills the underfunded state education budget. 

On March 4, SRVEA/CTA will be holding a disaster drill at each school site.  We are  
asking every teacher, parent, and students, if possible, to stand in front of our schools, 
before school begins on March 4, to pass out leaflets, hold up posters announcing the 
budget disaster and to make some noise. We need to encourage everyone to call for 

changes in the way the State of California funds education.   

The leaflets, posters, and additional ideas to gather parent support will be coming out to 
each site at the beginning of next week.   

You and your school sites can begin deciding how this Demonstration of Action will look 
at your site.  I encourage all of you to bring your whistles or other noise
-making devices.  This is a disaster drill and we need to wake up the 

entire community that the students of this generation deserve to have 

greater opportunities in their educational experience. 

Please attend the school board meetings and inform yourself. 

Thank you,  Darren Day 
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By Cindy Andre, Laura Finco, and Ann Katzburg; 

SRVEA CTA State Council Delegates 
 

 
 Part of being in SRVEA (San Ramon Valley Educators Association) is membership in the California 

Teachers Association and the National Education Association. Each member of SRVEA is represented by 

three delegates and an alternate who attend quarterly meetings in Los Angeles. During the State Council 
meeting, delegates debate and create policy, CTA Action, and work on legislative activities on your  

behalf. The January State Council meeting focused on CTA’s mantra— “Don’t Give Up the Fight” which 
rang loud and clear from President David Sanchez’s speech on Saturday morning. He thanked all  

educators for the fight against recent statewide legislation that was pushed through for Race to the Top 
funding. In spite of CTA opposition, legislators passed the Romero bill. This bill has potential  

consequences that would put schools at risk rather than assist them in receiving RTTT monies. President 
Sanchez went on to speak about Governor Schwarzenegger's claim that this is an educational year. He 

means that he will deliver the minimum funding required by Prop 98 but we all know that as revenues 

have declined, so do funds for education. The minimum of funding still means additional cuts to  
education on top of the billions already made. 

 
The Education Coalition has written a letter to Senate Pro Tem Darrell Steinberg opposing the budget 

funding that would result in a loss of another $400 per pupil. California is in danger of losing an entire 
generation of children. The Education Coalition strongly urges all legislators to reject the governor’s 

budget proposals concerning K-12 education. 
 

Also on Saturday at the General State Council meeting, NEA President Dennis Van Roekel spoke, sharing 

comments about the political climate in Washington and how difficult it has been to get policy working 
due to the collision of interests from both parties. Despite difficulties, Nancy Pelosi has worked to get 

NEA meetings with the White House. There is possibility for change. This is our time! 
 

Census material should arrive in March. It is extremely important for our education budget that there is 
an accurate count. It is a short, 10-question survey. The questions will not relate to citizenship and are 

safe to answer no matter what your status is. There are lesson plans and materials available at the CTA 
website. Discussing information about the census with students may encourage parents to take the time 

to fill out the survey. School sites with subscriptions to www.ed1stop.com have access to a  

student-friendly show called BrainPOP. BrainPOP presents short episodes on the census and emphasizes 
its importance. 

 
In addition to the work accomplished at the general meetings at State Council, each delegate is assigned 

to a committee. Each committee develops policy that becomes the foundation for the organizational 
workings of CTA and local unit bargaining teams. At this last CTA State Council, several new pieces of 

policy were discussed including the use of service animals and therapy dogs in classrooms. Policy allows 
CTA to lobby and work on our behalf with legislation. Of particular interest to SRVEA members is the  

development of policy for the use of electronic tools such as e-gradebooks, e-mail (expectations and 

utilization), web-based programs such as School Loop, and student information systems. Educators 
should have a voice in what is adopted as a program, how it is implemented, the expectations of use, 

and the determination of training before implementation. Electronic tools do change the working  
conditions and we need to be at the bargaining table discussing it. 

 
If you have any comments or questions about CTA State Council and/or proposed policy, please feel free 

to contact any of your representatives: 
 

Cindy Andre— Alamo Elementary School 

Laura Finco— Stone Valley Middle School 
Ann Katzburg— Coyote Creek Elementary School 

Darren Day— alternate 
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 The theme for Read Across 2010 is ñServe Up a Good 

Book!ò Gobble up the spicy fun for some tasty reading and join 

Miss Billie Armadilly, Tex the tarantula, Mackie the bluebird, and Taffy the 

horned toadð characters created by award-winning illustrator, Will Terry. Get cookinô 

and be part of this yearôs fun celebration.  

 Read Across America is a national day celebrating reading. Itôs sponsored by the National Education 

Association and the California Teachers Association along with many of the countryôs leading literacy and 

youth groups to motivate children to read. In California, Read Across America 

will be observed on Tuesday, March 2, in honor of Dr. Seussôs birthday. To  

receive a Read Across America packet contact Sheri  

Miyamoto at 562-478-1361; smiyamoto@cta.org or you 

can print information from the CTA website 

(www.cta.org/community/Read+Across+America) 
 

Some ideas on how to celebrate Read Across Americað 

parents can pick up a book and read with their children; older children can read to 

younger children. Local and school libraries can arrange special story hours. You can 

invite a local celebrity, news anchor, police, or firefighters to a Read Across America 

event or invite a local bookstore to have a ñread-in.ò The NEA has a section on the NEA 

website where teachers can pledge their RAA activities on line.  

  $17 billion cuts in two years! 

 

We need your help in speaking out about the painful effects 

cuts are having on our students, schools, and community. 

On March 4, 2010, ñStart the Day for Students,ò there will 

be a statewide action to fight for the resources our students 

deserve. 

 

Join the conversation at www.standupforschools.org and 

check with your site representative for activities at your 

school site or district. 

 By unanimous vote, the top governing body of the 325,000 member California Teachers Association has decided to 

support two measures for the November ballot that would repeal corporate tax breaks passed by the Legislature in last 

yearôs budget agreement and require corporate executives to get stockholder approval before spending money on  

politics. 

 

The CTA State Council of Education, comprised of nearly 800 democratically elected teacher delegates, met in Los  

Angeles and also voted to oppose three ballot measures in circulation. Teachers oppose the ñpaycheck deceptionò  

measures called the Public Employee Paycheck Protection Act and the Public Employee Payroll Deduction Act for 

again trying to silence the voices of education associations and labor unionsð measures California voters already  

rejected twice, in 2005 and 1998. CTA also opposes the New Public Employees Benefits Reform Act for its attack on 

the secure retirements of teachers, firefighters, police officers and other public employees, which will make it harder to 

recruit and retain quality educators in our schools.  

 

CTA President David Sanchez said teachers are supporting the Repeal Corporate Tax Loophole Act because in these 

tough economic times everybody must be paying their fair share, and when big corporations are paying less, middle class 

families are paying more.  
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    UNIVERSAL STUDIOS HOLLYWOODð  

 SPOTLIGHT ON EDUCATION 

 

Universal Studios Hollywood salutes California School Employees for the tireless efforts of 

those who help educate our youth.  The ñThank Youò event has been extended by offering FREE 

ADMISSION FOR TEACHERS AND SCHOOL EMPLOYEES from now until March 31, 2010. 

Plus, friends and family get 50% off admission. Go to the Universal Studios Hollywood Box  

Office to claim your free tickets and purchase up to three more at 50% off general admission. 

Valid school employee identification or Association Identification (aka your CTA membership card) and a 

driverôs license must be shown for purchase. 

Congratulations to Laura Finco 

at Stone Valley Middle School 

for receiving a CTA Guy de 

Rosa Safe School Grant to  

establish a Rainbow Zone in 

the library and NVC training 

for staff. 

GREENBROOK ELEMENTARY SCHOOL 

CHERI EPLIN THIRD GRADE CLASS 
 

ñHaiku for Haitiò 

 

Cheri Eplinôs 3rd Grade class at Greenbrook created a 

book and are donating 100% of the profits to Haiti. For 

more information go to: 

 

www.blurb.com/bookstore/detail/1156926 

What does having auto and home insurance have to do with maximizing your 

financial security?  Everythingé 
 

You have worked hard over the years to create your lifestyle and the financial assets you possess. With so much  

economic instability, now is the time to ensure you and your family are properly shielded from financial risk. Are you 

fully covered? Three things to think about: 
 

1. Liability Coverageð do you have enough auto-bodily injury coverage and home-comprehensive personal liability 

coverage to shield your assets and net worth from a lawsuit?  

2. Property Damage Coverageð do you have enough coverage in your auto policy to cover damage to other vehicles? 

What if you struck a BMW? 

3. Your Propertyð not sure you have enough? Take an inventory and find out. 
 

California Casualty is a CTA-endorsed provider and offers free quotes to CTA members for insurance needs.  

Call 1-866-680-5143 to speak with a representative and take an inventory of your needs. 


